Evaluation of human cellular immune function in echinococcosis.
Forty nine individuals (11 patients with surgically proved hydatid disease, 23 individuals with non hydatid disease and 15 normal healthy adults) were investigated for specific and nonspecific cellular immune status using in vitro blast transformation assay. Patients with hydatid disease had suppressed cellular immune function to a nonspecific T-cell mitogen (PHA) when compared to the relevant controls. Hydatid antigen directly inhibited in vitro blast transformation from a concentration of 0.1 microgram protein/ml onwards in all the three groups of subjects, irrespective of whether they had hydatidosis or not. However, hydatid antigen did not act as a T-cell mitogen in our study.